
Ethical Clinical Trials
Merck conducts clinical trials worldwide to evaluate the safety and effectiveness of our products. These trials are fundamental to the development of innovative medicines and vaccines that treat and prevent illness in both humans and animals. Protection of patient safety is the overriding concern in the design of clinical trials. In all cases, Merck clinical studies are consistent with standards established by the Declaration of Helsinki and in compliance with all applicable regulations and directives. These standards are endorsed for all clinical interventional trials sponsored by Merck irrespective of who executes them. 
Potential patients in clinical trials are informed of risks and benefits of study participation, and of possible alternatives. Patients are never denied access to appropriate medical care based on participation in a Merck clinical study. All participation in Merck clinical trials is voluntary, and patients are enrolled only after providing informed consent for participation. Patients may withdraw from a Merck study at any time, without any influence on their access to, or receipt of, medical care that may otherwise be available to them. 
We are committed to designing, conducting, analyzing and reporting these studies in compliance with the highest ethical and scientific standards. We accept the obligation to facilitate publication of all medically important clinical data in a timely, objective, accurate and balanced manner, regardless of the outcome of a trial.
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